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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Individuals who deal with children are particularly cognizant of the
influence of the "family drama" upon the personality of the child. Since
it is potentially the most effective agency of control, students of the
family place primary interest upon the interaction of its members.2 1'his
interaction is the setting for the most plastic years of the child's life—
years spent in intimate contact with the family. In the family circle the
child gains his first impression of individuals and groups. At birth the
child is not predisposed to adjustment or maladjustment. It is through the
influence of his environment that he learns to react in a positive or nega
tive manner to lifefs situations. Students of the family have agreed that
it is the most important institution for the early, years of personality
growth and development .3
In considering the family as the cradle for the early development
of the child's personality, special emphasis has been placed on the func
tions of the family, Gillette and Reinhardt have listed the following func
tions as the most important: 1. The rearing of children; 2. the trans
mission of the social heritage of skills, techniques, and beliefs of the
group; 3» the regulation of sex conduct; and k» economic planning.k A
review of these functions serves to interpret to one that tremendous ef
forts are necessary for the successful performance of them. Cooperation of
Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, Preventing Crime (New York, 1936), p. 12.
2
Edwin H. Sutherland, Principles of Criminology (Chicago, 1939), p. 153.
Ernest W. Gillette and James M. Reinhardt, Problems of a Changing
Social Order (New York, 191*2), p. &8$ Howard Becker and Reuben Hill, Marri
age and the"framily (New York, 19U2), p. 558$ Glueck and Glueck, op. ctfT,
p. W>.
h
Gillette and Reinhardt, op> cit., p. 550.
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the marital partners facilitates the achievement of the task. On the other
hand, the absence of one or the other partner from the home may make the
task very difficult, if not impossible to achieve satisfactorily.
The child is dependent for a long period of years. Perhaps, it is
well that this period of dependency is long enough to permit him to learn
some of the skills that the individual must learn, if he is to survive suc
cessfully in the modern world. Throughout this period the necessity for
teaching the child socially acceptable patterns of behavior is ever present.
He must learn to adapt himself to a competitive world, and the family is the
locale of his first conflicts. Here, through rivalry with his siblings, he
first learns the meaning of competition and how to adapt himself to the con
ditions resulting from opposition to his personal desires.
Although the church, the school, the laundry, the bakery, among others,
have assumed duties that were once considered family duties; the fact re
mains that there are phases of training which are taught best in the home.
Such activities as the establishment of toilet habits, respect for property,
and feeding and sleeping habits should be taught in the home. Psychiatrists
place great importance upon the proper cultivation of habits of this type.^
Satisfying family relationships foster adjustment to society.2 On
the other hand, frustrations in early life may take the form of over-aggres
siveness to the outside world.3 Certain forms of stealing are a manifesta
tion of chronic aggression due to inadequate affection received by the child.**
The child who has not received the emotional satisfaction which he wants and
10. Spurgeon English and Gerald H. J. Pearson, Common Neuroses of
Children and Adults (New York, 1937), p. 1*2.
jj. ■'
Ibid., p. U2.
Karen Homey, The Neurotic Personality of Our Time (New York, 1937),
p. 70. —
k
English and Pearson, op. cit., p.
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and needs may find himself a misfit. He often shows his resentment for hav
ing been denied this love through asocial and anti-social behavior.
In an examination of the quality of the home environment of the one
hundred and twenty-two Hegro juvenile offenders included in this study,
the picture of the family situation is brought sharply into focus. Those
factors in the home which contributed to the disorganization in the person
ality of the child are given consideration in an attempt to ascertain the
relation of family conditions to juvenile delinquency*
Juvenile delinquency has been attributed to various causative fac
tors. A child may be delinquent because of any one of several reasons, or
because of a combination of reasons. Juvenile delinquency is not peculiar
to any economic class; it is found in the families of the rich, of the poor,
and of the economic classes falling between these two extremes. It is not
necessarily a consistent family pattern; a juvenile delinquent may be found
in a family of otherwise law abiding citizens. Healy, in his studies of de
linquents, found that certain conditions tended to be prevalent in the homes
of children who were guilty of juvenile misconduct. He found most homes of
delinquent children to be characterized by one or more of the following con
ditions: (a) other members of the family, criaiinalistic, alcoholic, or im
moral, (b) parents separated, (c) crowded housing, (d) lack of parental con
trol through ignorance, blindness or other sensory defect, or absence of
one or more parents, (e) parental neglect, (f) home uncongeniality, (g) ir
ritation at home, and (h) severity and harshness on the part of parents.1
An examination of the above mentioned contributory factors to delinquency
points up that with the exception of crowded housing these conditions might
exist in any family. It is an accepted fact that attitudes toward different
Healy, The Individual Delinquent (Boston, 1915), pp. 130-131,
13U, 110, 386-293.
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children in the family have an influence upon the adjustment of the various
siblings. For example, the parent who is too harsh with one of his chil
dren and sensible in his treatment of another contributes to the maladjust
ment of the former while assisting the latter in adjustment.
Purpose
This study has as its purpose the analysis of the social information
related to the family organization and composition of the Negro boys com
mitted to the National Training School for Boys from the District of Colum
bia and the States. It purposes further to contribute to the development
of approaches that will assist in the successful treatment of juvenile de
linquency. A comparative study of the two groups was made for the purpose
or presenting the different family conditions under which they had lived
to the time of their commitment to the National Training School for Boys.
Such a portrayal should reveal something of the content of experiences that
have gone into the creation of the personalities of each child represented
in the study.
Scope
This study is concerned with one hundred and twenty-two Negro feder
al and non-federal Negro juvenile offenders committed to the National Train
ing School for Boys in the District of Columbia, and who were present in
this institution as of March 1, l°-lil.
Method
A special schedule was constructed for the purpose of securing social
information from the case records kept on each boy by the National Training
School for Boys. Each of the boys included in the study was interviewed
for the purpose of securing additional information and for the purpose of
5
clarification where there was indistinct, conflicting information in the
case records.1
■"The boys were interviewed by either Dr. Mary Huff Diggs or Mr. Alton
M» Jones. At that time Dr. Diggs was a member of the faculty of the
Graduate School of Social Work, Howard University; Mr. Jones was on the
staff of the National Training School for Boys,
CHAPTER II
ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE OF THE FAMILIES
OF THE BOYS STUDIED
The lack of discipline or defective discipline frequently character
izes the broken home. Due to the absence of a parent, the child is often
left to his ov/n devices in developing socially acceptable habits. Suther
land found that the homes of children who were delinquent because of super
visory defect presented the following picture: (1) parental indifference
to discipline; (2) physical, intellectual, or moral weakness of a parent,
which made discipline weak; (3) lack of discipline due to the absence of a
parent; (U) disagreement over the control of the child; and (?) overstrict
discipline.* The fact that the home has undergone disorganization due to
the absence of a parent may prevent the proper execution of discipline.
Vlhen it becomes necessary for the remaining parent to obtain employment
for the purpose of supporting the family, the absence of parental guidance
deprives the child of the supervision necessary for developing socially ac
ceptable patterns of behavior. In studying the home environment of the one
hundred and twenty-two subjects the influence of the broken home upon the
child's adjustment to community life is constantly brought to one's atten
tion. Without minimizing the significance of the other causes of supervi
sory defect, it becomes evident that the broken home has the most damaging
effect upon adequate control and direction in the home. Under other cir
cumstances of supervisory deficiency the attitude of one parent may counter
act the unsound actions of the other. In the absence of a parent there is
no modifying force to ameliorate the actions of a defective parent.
In addition to the disciplinary laxity that results from the broken
home, there are emotional implications to be dealt with. There is a stigma
Sutherland, op. cit., p. 160.
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attached to children from homes that are broken by certain circumstances.
Divorce scandals, the confinement of a parent in an institution for the
mentally ill, or conviction of a crime frequently come to the attention of
the child of a parent involved in such unfortunate circumstances. The child
of an alcoholic father suffers greatly from the derision of his playmates.
Such action usually has one effect or the other; the child withdraws into
himself or he vents his fury upon the outside world.
The entire structure of the family may have import as regards the
child's adjustment in society. Adjustment or failure to adjust to parents,
step-parents, or others in the home may lead to behavior problems. Favor
itism on the part of a parent or parents for a sibling may lead to emotion
al deprivation. An examination into the family life of the one hundred and
twenty-two boys comprising this study will serve to give some insight into
the problem. In fable 1, which follows, the important relationship that
appears for both groups of parents is the small percentage of cases in which
both parents are in the home, and conversely, the large percentage of broken
homes among them*
TABLE 1
MARITAL STATUS OF THE PARENTS OF 122 FEDERAL AKD
NON-FEDERAL NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS COMMITTED TO
































In the case of the boys from the District only 33*9 per cent of them were
from homes in which both parents were present. In the case of the State
boys only 25.5 per cent were from homes in which both parents were present
VAien one considers that approximately two-thirds of the boys from the
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District and three-fourths of the boys from the States came from broken
homes, the seriousness of these proportions is evident.
Homes were broken most frequently by death in the case of the State
boys and most frequently by separation in the case of the District boys.
This condition seems to reveal greater family disorganization in the homes
of the boys from the District than was true of the boys from the States.
The knowledge of which parent heads the family of a child provides
one with a crude picture of the organization of the family unit. According
to Table 2, mothers alone represented U2.3 per cent of the natural parents
present in the homes of the boys from the District, while the fathers were
the only natural parent in the homes of 7«0 per cent.
TABLE 2
COMPOSITION OF THE FAMILIES OF 122 FEDERAL AND NON-
FEDERAL NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS COMMITTED TO THE













































Some of the explanations by the parents—surrogate as to the rea
son why the child was not with the natural parent, or by the father as to
the reason the child was not in the custody of the mother sheds light upon
the relationship that existed between the natural parents before the home
was broken in those cases in which both parents were alive. For instance,
in the cases of the three boys from the States who lived with their grand
parents; the parents of two had never been married, and the children were
9
thus illegitimate. In the other case, the father was dead and the mother
was married to another man. She was living in another part of the state.
In each case of the illegitimate boys, neither boy recalled having seen
his father, and in each case the father!s whereabouts were unknown. The
two State boys living with their aunts presented the following picture:
The mother was dead in one case and the father's location was unknown. In
the other case the father had been committed to an institution. Subsequent
ly, the mother deserted and had not been heard from since the time of de
sertion.
The picture provided by the boys from the District was not generally
different. Of those who indicated that they were living with grandparents,
the mother of one had died and the father had disappeared leaving no trace
as to where he could be found. In the second case the father died and the
mother went to live with her paramour. In the case of the adoptive parents
both natural parents were unknown in the case of one boy. In the other case
the boy was illegitimate and deserted. In the instances of the two boys in
foster homes, the mother of one was dead, and the mother of the second had
left no indication of her whereabouts. In the case of the former the pa
rents had separated prior to the mother's death, while the latter was il
legitimate and without knowledge as to v/here either parent could be located.
One District boy left his parents and relatives and went to live with his
paramour—a woman approximately the age of his mother.
Since the father was the only natural parent present in about a four
th of the homes of the State boys and in an extremely small number of those
boys from the District, an analysis of the cases should be revealing. Of
the seven boys from the District who resided with their fathers, in two in
stances the mother was dead, and the father was attempting to rear the chil
dren alone. In another case the mother had deserted the father, taking the
boy, who was an adopted child, with her. The mother later died, and the
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boy returned to live with the father. In the seventh case the father and
mother separated, and each Trent to live with a paramour* The father took
the boy with him.
The cases of State boys living with their fathers alone reveals a
much different picture as to why the father was the only natural parent in
the home. In one instance the mother left the father primarily because he
"drank too heavily." She refused his offer of the children. In one case
the boy developed some friction with his step-father and went to live with
his natural father. In seven instances the mother had died, and the father
had assumed the responsibility of caring for the children. In one case the
parents were divorced and the father was granted custody of the children.
In still another case the father and the mother had some marital conflict
which culminated in the father!s moving from the home with the children.
In the midst of extensive family disorganization in the case of both
groups of boys, those from the States were exposed to much more supervision
from the father than was true of those from the District. There were 25.5
per cent with both parents in the home, and 2£.$ per cent living with the
father as the only natural parent* This accounts for over half of the State
boys. On the other hand, of the District boys 33.9 per cent were living
with both parents, and 7.0 per cent were living with the father only. This
total represented slightly more than UO per cent of the boys. Therefore,
the District boy was predominantly under female supervision and was conspic
uously lacking in guidance from a male parent.
Step-Parents in the Home
In the absence of one of the natural parents from the home, a step
parent may serve to give supervision and aid in maintaining the unity. On
the other hand, the inability of a child to relate constructively to a
step-parent may bring about emotional insecurity that fosters undesirable
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behavior in the child. The extent to which the step-parent possesses an
integrated personality determines in large measure the influence which he
or she exerts upon the child!s behavior. If both partners in the marriage
bring children into the new union, the change in the family pattern may af
fect the child»s status in the family.1 This change in status may result
in disturbing behavior problems in the child.
There were more State boys with step-parents than was true of boys
from the District. In the homes of the District boys it was found that
there were eight step-fathers representing 11.3 per cent of the total, and
one step-mother representing l.U per cent of the total number of boys. In
the case of the State boys it was found that there were nine step-fathers
present in the home representing 1?.7 per cent of the total. Step-mothers
numbered five, representing 9.9 per cent of the total. It is noticeable
that the number of step-mothers in the homes of the State boys more nearly
approximated that of the step-fathers than was true in the case of the boys
from the District. Therefore these data seem to indicate that the step
mother was a more frequent figure in the home of the State boy than she was
in the home of the District boy,
Common-Law Mates
The percentage of common-law mates present in the homes of the boys
at the School was higher for those from the District than was true of those
from the States, as can be seen from the following figures. Common-law
wives were present in the homes of District boys to the extent of three or
U.3 per cent. Common-law husbands were ten in number and represented lii.l
per cent of the total. In the homes of the State boys having common-law
mates, common-law wives were present twice as frequently as were common-law
■burgess and Locke, op. cit., p. £87.
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husbands. On the other hand, common-law husbands appeared more than three
times as frequently as common-law wives in the homes of the District boys.
Humber of Siblings
The number of siblings in the homes of these boys provided an inter
esting picture in the study. Presumably, it has some bearing upon the ad
justment of each child in the family. Table 3 presents the data on this
situation as to the families represented by the two groups of boys. In 23.3
per cent of the State boys the boy himself was the only child. This was
true in 15-5 per cent of the boys from the District. In the case of 11.3
per cent of the boys from the District, there was only one sibling. In
TABLE 3
NUMBER OF SIBLINGS IN THE FAMILIES OF 122 FEDERAL AND
HOM-EEDERAL NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS COMMITTED TO

















































































only one case was this true of a State boy which represented slightly less
than 2.0 per cent. Among the boys from the District 19.7 per cent had two
siblings, 7.0 per cent had three siblings, and llt.l per cent had four sib
lings. The corresponding percentages for the State boys were 17.7, 19.6,
and 9.85. There were more District boys with two siblings present and more
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State boys with three present. One boy from the District had as many as
fifteen. There were no State boys with more than eleven siblings. Dis
trict boys had an average of 3«U siblings each, while the State boys had
an average of 2.8 siblings each.
From the point of view of the average size of the Negro family for
the rural and urban areas in the United States as a whole, these figures
were rather unusual, and were the opposite of what might have been expected.
Although the data do not include some explanation might be found in the sib
lings who were dead, and so were not accounted for in the table.
Order of Birth
There has been some consideration of the order of birth of a child
as it relates to his ability to adjust to home and society. Table h pre
sents these data on the two groups. It will be noted that the eldest child
was involved in twenty-one instances of the total for the District of Colum
bia, and in only ten instances for those from the States. On the other hand,
the youngest child was involved in eighteen instances in the case of the
State boys, and in only thirteen instances in the case of the District boys.
TABLE h
ORDER OF BIRTH OF 122 NEGRO FEDERAL AND NON-FEDERAL
NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS COMMITTED TO THE

































When one considers the number of only children among State boys, it brings
into prominent ascendency the "baby" concept of the southern Negro family,
1U
and it accounts for over half of the boys from the States.1 The treat
ment given by the members of the family to the "baby" does not seem to
fit him well for adjustment in society, and it seems to render him less
capable of choosing socially acceptable behavior, when the occasion for
such a choice arises.
Status of Birth
The status of a child at birth has significance that goes beyond
the mere legal and social bearings. In addition to the possible effect
that it has on the child!s personality development, it gives some indica
tion of the family standards and the experiences associated therewith to
which the child has been exposed. In Table £ status of birth as included
in the School!s record is presented. It is both highly probable and un
derstandable that the figures are not entirely correct. However, only
TABLE $
STATUS OF BIRTH OF 122 FEDERAL AM) NON-FEDERAL
NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS COMMITTED TO THE













the boys were definitely known to be illegitimate were so labelled. The
error was, therefore, in favor of the total group. It is significant
that 18.3 per cent of all the boys from the District were illegitimate,
while only £.9 per cent of those from the States had such a birth status.
This points up again the constantly recurring fact that the boys from the
District tended to come from environments in which elements of social dis
organization were greater than was true in the case of the boys from the
States•
treatment given to an only child would more nearly approximate
that tendered the "baby" of the family.
CHAFfER III
THE ECONOMIC PICTURE OF THE
FAMILIES OF THE BOYS STUDIED
The ramifications of economic insecurity are among the most potent
factors influencing juvenile delinquency. The economically underprivileged
family is characterized by a maze of conditions that do not fit it -well for
community adjustment. There are fundamental needs that are the responsibil
ity of a parent to fulfill for his child. Security in his family life, suf
ficient nutritious food, adequate shelter, adequate and comfortable cloth
ing, educational opportunity, opportunity for recreation, opportunity for
enriching his personal life through contacts with individuals outside his
own family circle, and sound moral and religious training are a few of the
important needs that should be met.1 The fulfillment of these needs serves
to assist the child in adjusting to his community.
In a social sense, financial insecurity contributes to poor behavior
patterns. The misery that is constantly present in the economically insuf
ficient home has its effects on the child!s adjustment in society. Living
in squalor, wearing discarded clothing, and improperly nourished, he de
velops feelings of inferiority in relation to his playmates. The parent,
who has little to give him, frequently harbors hatred against the conditions
ivhich deny him and his family a comfortable standard of living. TBhether
this rebellion is open or confines itself to smouldering rage, the child
is likely to develop attitudes that are asocial when the parent expresses
his resentment to society.
James S. Plant in his book, Personality and the Cultural Patterna
has shown the effect of poverty upon the child's thinking. He states:
■'•United States Children's Bureau, The A-B-C of Foster Family Care
(Washington, 1936), p. 3.
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Perhaps the outstanding problem from the point of view of behavior
disorders is that of the feeling of inferiority arising from the speci
fic things which the less advantage child lacks and desires
"tfhen the children of the poor steal, it is usually to obtain those
things which they themselves actually want—those things which give
that satisfaction of possession which they dream that children of other
strata have 1
Occupations of Fathers
A fair index into the economic status of the family is presented by
a knowledge of the occupation in which the father is engaged. The terminol
ogy employed in Table 6 (see page 17) is that which is used in the Schoolfs
records. Mo particular occupation stood out for the fathers of either Dis
trict or State boys. The greatest single clustering, however, was in work
provided through relief on W. P. A. projects. Laborer in city, United
States Government, and private industry with the fathers of District boys.
There were four fathers of boys from the States who were on W. P. A. and
who were ministers also. In both groups, representatives of the professions
were conspicuously lacking* The ministry and teaching were the only two
represented.2
The total picture provided by the data in Table 6 tended to point
to inadequate income, a low level of living in consequence, and in many
cases actual need. Practically no economic security was provided that could
be depended upon to assist the family during periods of financial stress.
This was particularly true of the boys from the District who were from homes
in which the father was the absent parent.
Low wages cannot be divorced from the general problem of insecurity.
The severity of insecurity is caused in large part by the inability of the
family to set up financial reserves during periods of employment to help
1James S. Plant, Personality and the Cultural Pattern (New York, 1937),
p. 205.
2
The one teacher was also a minister.
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TABLE 6
OCCUPATIONS OF THE FATHERS OF 122 NEGRO FEDERAL
AMD NON-FEDERAL JUVENILE OFFENDERS COMMITTED TO













































































































































■^Incapacitated as xvell as other unemployed.
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over periods of unemployment, invalidism, and old age.^ The more immediate
effects can be seen in the lack of purchasing power for securing minimum
needs in food, clothing, recreation, housing, and medical care. Wages on
this level foster "poverty and dependence that are conducive to juvenile
delinquency."^
Occupations of Mothers
The mothers of both groups of boys were employed in the overwhelm
ing majority of cases as may be seen in Table 7. In the case of the boys
from the District, only lS.3 per cent were in the home constantly. A few
of these took "days" occasionally.3 There were 23-5 per cent of the mothers
of the District boys who were housewives and who were not regularly employed,
TABLE 7
OCCUPATIONS OF THE MOTHERS OF 122 FEDERAL AMD
NON-FEDERAL HEGRQ JUVENILE OFFERERS COMMITTED









































It is significant to notice that these mothers were the heads of the fami
lies in the majority of cases. Most of the mothers who were employed were
^■Enianuel Stein and Jerome Davis, 0&s«)> Labor Problems in America
New York, 19UO), p. 63.
Henry W. Thurston, Concerning Juvenile Delinquency (New York, 19U2),
p. 29. " ~~
^Domestic service by the hour*
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domestic servants. This employment necessitated long hours away from home,
at painfully low rates of pay. "It is impossible to measure the effect
upon children of the continued absence of an employed mother."^- The extreme
ly low incomes of Negro families force even greater numbers of colored wo
men to seek employment and usually the jobs which they can secure are the
most distasteful in our industrial civilization.
Data on the total income of the families of these boys were too in
complete for any attempt at tabulation. However, from the occupations en
gaged in by the parents, it was evident that the income derived therefrom
was insufficient for covering family needs.
Gillette and Heinhardt, op. cit*, p. £92.
CHAPTER IV
COMMUNITY ADJUSTMENTS OB' THE FAMILIES
OF THE BOYS STUDIED
Contacts with Social Agencies
One measure of the success of a family unit may be stated in terms
of the ability it has demonstrated in managing its own affairs. Individ
uals come in contact with social agencies either voluntarily or because
some condition has warranted intervention on the part of some authoritarian
agency in the community. Table 8 presents information on the families of
the one hundred and twenty-two boys who were known to some agency and who
were identified through Social Service Exchange registrations on them.
TABLE 8
CONTACTS 1VITH SOCIAL AGENCIES MADE BY THE FAMILIES OJ1
122 FEDERAL AND NON-FEDERAL NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS
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It will be noted in Table 8 that public and private family agencies were
most frequently operative in these families, with public and private chil
dren's agencies next in importance. Next in order for the families of
District boys were W. P. A. and health agencies. W. P. A. was the most
frequent type of services given in the families of State boys. Health
services such as those given by municipal clinics, visiting nurses, and
city hospitals had equal frequency.
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Conflicts with the Law
In addition to contacts with social agencies, the conflicts with
the law that a family has experienced is significant in studying its ad
justment to the community. Personal disorganization, as well as the habits
of the police in any community in making arrests were revealed in the mate
rial bearing on conflicts with the law. For instance, some communities are
known for their police brutality; individuals dwelling therein would obvi
ously be more liable to acquire police records than those living in areas
of less police acticity. Table 9 summarizes the family members' conflicts
with the law. It may be seen that the father was the member of the family
who was involved in difficulties most frequently, both in the District of
Columbia and the States. Brothers followed next in both groups. Mothers
were next and sisters in both groups had had the least amount of conflict
with the law.
TABLE 9
CONFLICTS WITH THS LAW EXPERIENCED BY THE MEMBERS OF
THE FAMILIES OF 122 FEDERAL AND NON-FEDERAL NEGRO






























Types of Conflict with the Law
The offense that brings one in conflict with the law may indicate
many things regarding the individual and his relationships to the society
in which he lives. Economic pressure, intensified by dominant groups upon
minority groups, prevents normal outlets and gives rise to situations which
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make for maladjustments. This economic pressure is crystalized in poor
housing, extensive unemployment, low income, overcrowding, poor health,
and lack of recreational facilities. An examination of charges on which
the family members were before the court "will serve to disclose that an
tagonism toward others and attempts to escape from the depression which
characterized their lives might have influenced their misconduct.
It is a generally accepted fact that Negroes suffer much injustice
in the courts because white juries are often influenced by their precon
ceived idea about the Negro* Gillette and Reinhardt found that in many
places, it required more evidence to convict a white man than to convict
a Negro; and that it seemed easier to get evidence against a Negro than
against a white man. In addition good lawyers often refused to defend Ne
groes for political reasons.1
This inability to secure good legal representation largely accounts
for the frequency with which Negroes are convicted.
Types of Conflict with the Law Experienced by Fathers
In Table 10 are listed the offenses for which some of the fathers
of the one hundred and twenty-two boys became known to the police. It
should be kept in mind that the terminology employed is that which was found
in the School!s record. Kon-support was the leading charge against the Dis
trict fathers, while drunkeness was the leading charge against the fathers
of the State boys. This is interesting, in that the former emphasized fam
ily disorganization, and the latter stressed personal maladjustment. Drunk
enness ranked second among the District fathers, while fighting ranked sec
ond among fathers of boys from the States. The small range of types of of
fenses of fathers of boys from the States, which included only crapshooting,
policy writing, and whiskey making, stood out significantly from the long
10p. cit., p. 1*60.
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list indicated as having been committed by the fathers of the boys from
the District.
TABLE 10
TYPES OF CONFLICT OTH THE IM EXPERIENCED BY THE FATHERS
OF 122 FEDERAL AND NON-FEDERAL NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS
COMMITTED TO THE NATIONAL TRAINING SCHOOL FOR BOYS
Types of Offense




Hauling pulp without a license






































































Types of Conflict with the Law Experienced by Brothers
There was no particular offense that stood out in the case of brothers
of either District or State boys, as far as the available data shown in
Table 11 discloses. It will be noted again that the District group had a
longer list of offenses than had the State group. This was probably re
lated to the greater number of opportunities that existed for social mis
conduct in urban areas, such as the District of Columbia offers in contrast
to rural areas. In addition, there is an absence of community controls
which are operative in a more rural setting as represented by the States.
Types of Conflicts with the Law Experienced by Mothers
Here again, as in the case of brothers and fathers, the mothers of
2U
TABLE 11
TYPES OF CONFLICT WITH THE LAW EXPERIENCED BY THE BROTHERS
OF 122 FEDERAL AND WOW-FEDERAL NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS









Theft of an automobile
Fighting
Incorrigibility









































the District boys had been in more difficulties that brought them to the
attention of the law than was true of the mothers of the boys from the
States* However, the total number of mothers involved numbered six for
the District and two for the States,
TABLE 12
TYPES OF CONFLICT WITH THE LAW EXPERIENCED BY THE MOTHERS
OF 122 FEDERAL AM) NOW-FEDERAL NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS






























Types of Conflicts with the Law Experienced by Sisters
The sisters of both District and State Boys were the members of the
family \iho had the least conflict with the law. Only three types of prob
lem behavior were listed for the sisters—theft, incorrigibility, and
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illegitimate pregnancy. Each type probably represented a more serious type
of disorganization than did that of States sister who attacked her boy
friend with a knife. Table 13 presents the data on sisters1 offenses.
TABLE 13
TYPES OF CONFLICT WITH THE 1A1I EXPERIENCED BY THE SISTERS
OF 122 FEDERAL AND NON-FEDERAL NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS



















Thus, it is to be observed that practically every other District of
Columbia boy came from a family in which at least one member had experienced
some contact with the law. Most frequently this person was the father. At
least every third State boy came from a family in which one or more family
member had records of conflicts with the law* The person in this instance
was also the father. Brothers were next to fathers in frequency of offenses
in both groups, with mothers and sisters following in the order named.
Parental Attitudes Toward Delinquent Behavior
Standards of conduct in any particular family tent to center around
the attitude of parents toward various types of behavior. For the child
growing up in the family unit, favorable or unfavorable attitudes of the
family toward his own behavior tend to define for him those things which
he may or may not do without incurring disfavor. The attitude of the pa
rents toward the society in which it lives may be shown in their attitude
toward the misconduct of their child. Parents who condone the delinquent
behavior of their children exhibit their own maladjustment and inability
to accept the prevailing social codes. For this reason it seemed important
to examine the attitudes of the parents of the boys under study. Full
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information was available on only a part of them as may be seen in Table
TABLE li*
PARENTAL ATTITUDES TO35ARD THE DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR OF
122 FEDERAL AKD WOK-FEDERAL NEGRO JUVENILE OFFENDERS



























Here the attitudes are presented in terms of their expressed feelings about
the delinquent behavior. Among the parents of the forty-six boys from the
District, thirty-two placed the blame for the delinquency totally outside
themselves, thus rejecting the responsibility for the boys' delinquent be
havior. Half of these forty-six parents blamed the boy, while the other
half held "others11 at fault. Five parents accepted the blame, either in
part or entirely. One parent was amused, and another approved the delin
quency. Seven were indifferent toward the matter.
The picture presented by the parents of the State boys reveals in
teresting differences from those presented by the District parents. None
of the State parents found the delinquencies amusing, and only three blamed
the boy himself for becoming involved in difficulties with the law. Nine
teen blamed "others" for their boys delinquencies, two accepted it as their
own fault, and two seemed indifferent. One condoned the act. It is on this
particular item that the parents of the two groups of boys differed most.
The interesting similarity between the two groups of parents was that
both placed the blame outside themselves. They, differed, however, in the
persons upon whom the blame was placed. In the case of the State parent,
it was placed on "others" entirely outside the family. Parents from the
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District blamed the boys themselves as frequently as they blamed "others,"
In the case of the State boys, this has significance from the point of view
of protectiveness and family cohesion. Conversely, the case of the District
boys demonstrated extensive family and personal disorganization.
CHAFrER V
A PARALLEL PRESENTATION OF TWO SELECTED CASE STUDIES
CONSISTING OF ONE CASE OF A DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BOI
AM) ONE CASE OF A STATE BOYl
Case 1
Bennie—A District of Columbia Boy.—Bennie was a well developed
Negro boy who was lo years old when he was committed to the National
Training School for Boys. He was $ feet 8 inches in height and weigh
ed 133 pounds. A physicial examination revealed that he had "urethri-
tis—-acute gonnorrheal infection....dental caries....gingivitis." He
had broken into a junk shop, taken several articles, and sold them to
another dealer. Two other boys assisted him in the theft and sales
transaction.
Bennie was born illegitimately in the District of Columbia, and has
lived there continuously all his life. He was the second oldest of a
sibship of three. Both his sister and brother were also illegitimate,
and by different fathers. His father, illegitimately born, was des
cribed as being in good health, literate, and thirty-two years old.
He lived in a common-law relationship with this boy's mother for a few
months, and deserted her in 1928. He follows janitorial work as an oc
cupation, however, the last time heard from he was unemployed. That
was over three years before the study was made. His whereabouts were
unknown. Bennie's mother had never married, although she had lived
with several different men. She was once employed as a cook in the
Department of Agriculture. At the time of this study she was employed
in private domestic service. She lived with her "boy friend" and two
of her children—a daughter and a son, ages 18 and 12, respectively,
in a five room apartment located in a deteriorated, semi-residential
neighborhood. They paid $23.SO per month and sublet two of the rooms
to male occupants. The mother owned all of the furniture which in
cluded two radios.
The family had never received relief. It has been active with the
Ghild Welfare Division because of complaints of neglect of the children
by the mother. The 12 year old boy was under the supervision of the
Juvenile Court for thefts and pocketbook snatching. Both of Bennie's
parents had records of conflicts with the law. His father was a juve
nile delinquent who could not adjust on probation, and who spent much
time in correctional institutions. Since adulthood, he has been in
the District of Columbia Juvenile Court on charges of non-support of
bastard children by different woemn. Bennie's mother !s difficulties
had involved mainly charges of child neglect and disorderly conduct
when intoxicated. Probation and Parole Officers who had gone into the
home regularly had usually found her in a drunken stupor, when they
found her at all. The National Training School record read: "This
boy's mother seems too depraved morally to show any attitude whatso
ever....toward his behavior difficulties."
Bennie had worked for his spending money, and mainly at odd jobs
connected with washing cars and helping on trucks. During leisure he
had participated in sports, especially swimming. He was a constant
data contained in these case studies were collected by Dr. Kary
Huff Diggs and Mr. Alton M. Jones from case records, psychiatrists' reports,
Cottage masters' ratings, interviews, and the results of tests conducted by
Dr. Diggs. fi
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movie-goer, and he was particularly fond of dancing. As a matter of
fact he considered himself a jitterbug artist. He played cards fre
quently and gambled for pennies. Then, too, he spent considerable time
"just loafing around dance halls and beer gardens." He claimed he was
once a member of the T—Baptist Church, but he was "turned out" for non-
attendance and non-payment of dues. This, in his opinion, was the near
est he had come to belonging to anything that offered any type of super
vised group association. Besides, he had not liked the "style" of church
sponsored fun, since either the minister or some of the "sisters" were
always on hand; and under those circumstances "fun just isn't fun at all.'
Bennie said he had no definite aim in life, that as a matter of fact
he had never given a thought to his future plans anyway.
At the National Training School Bennie earned an l.Q. of 87. He had
reached the seventh grade in the District of Columbia Public Schools.
During an interview held with the School's psychiatrist, he appeared
cheerful, friendly, and fairly frank, although at times it seemed that
he was attempting to be "smoothe." He justified his offense on the ba
sis of his great need for money. He felt that he "should have had bet
ter sense, though." The psychiatrist felt that he should make a fair ad
justment to the School's program.
The evaluation made of Bennie after he had been at the School three
months indicated a very good record. He had shown himself to have a
good disposition, to be socially inclined, and to have a real capacity
for leadership.
Bennie had had difficulties other than those for which he had been
committed to the National Training School. In November of 1936 he had
been arrested on suspicion of then of cigarettes from a store. His case
was disposed of with a warning that he had to better himself. Then in
November, 1937 he was in a pocketbook snatching episode, for which he
was brought before the Court and placed on probation. In 1938 a com
plaint of consistent truancy and incorrigibility was made against him,
and he was sent to the Industrial Home School which is located in the
District of Columbia. Following his release from there, he returned to
his home and to more active participation in petty thievery. These in
creased in number and seriousness and soon he was back in court again,
and on probation.
Bennie's description of his experiences in relation to his family
and friends and the picture that he portrayed of them in relation to
himself were significant. From the Stogdill Delinquency Test Interview
he indicated that sometimes he said things that were not true and told
lies, the latter especially if he felt that they would get him out of
trouble. He admitted that he had stolen on frequent occasions, and listed
the objects as money and "something from the store." He had also broken
into buildings in his search for something to take. As a rule he played
with older children. He liked to play with boys, and actually went
around with a bunch of bad fellows who had organized themselves into a
gang. He went around with boys and girls who drank excessively, and he
himself had been ill from drinking too much. These boy and girl friends
had gotten into trouble. He had had sexual intercourse with some of the
girls.
Bennie said that he "gets mad" easily. He argued when told to do
something, and he talked back when someone tried to correct him. He
cursed and swore a great deal. He told "dirty" stories and frequently
indulged in "dirty" talk. He made a lot of fuss and noise when he was
angry. He had quite a few arguments and had on one occasion pointed a
loaded gun at an opponent. On another occasion he had hurt with a
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with a knife the person who had crossed him. He admitted that he had
had bad dreams, bit his gingernails, and had a bad habit which the
thought eventually might ruin his health. He was afraid he might do
something bad sometime. Usually he went to the movies more than once
a week, and he had to earn all the money that he spent.
Frequently Bennie pretended that he had not heard what someone had
said to him. He kept on doing a thing after he had been told to stop,
and frequently he became angry and refused to work. He skipped school
quite often and when he did attend, he was frequently punished. On
those occasion he had run away. He claimed his parents (evidently his
mother) were constantly after him about his school work.
Bennie said that his mother was the boss of the family. She was al
ways petting and loving him, and was constantly afraid that he would get
sick. She was much too solicitous about him, and was very much hurt by
the things that he did. She was always worrying about him and loved him
better than anyone else in the world.
On the Rundquist-Sletto Survey of Opinions, Bennie earned the most
favorable scores of any of the boys from the District of Columbia. From
the point of view of morale, he felt decidedly more competent than the
average to cope with the future and to achieve his desired goals. He re-
flectea fewer feelings of insecurity and discouragement and felt more at
ease in his social controls. His attitude toward family intimacy was bet
ter than the average. He also had a better than average attitude toward
law and legal institutions. Concerning the prevailing economic system
his ideas were average. The estimate that he placed upon the value of
education as a social institution had as a means for personal advancement
was much more favorable than the average.
*u ^ evaluation was made of Bennie by his cottage master at the time
that this study was undertaken. He used the Yepson Score Card as a guide
in his estimations. The cottage master had observed that other boys
played with Bennie occasionally, and that he quarreled and fought with
his companions. Although he required only an occasional check-up, one
could not rely upon his word. He was always courteous, and his language
was good. He recognized property rights of others, and was careful with
all property, whether it belonged to him or to another. He carried tasks
to a satisfactory completion and required a minimum of supervision. He
carried out instructions willingly, and was a willing member of group
activities. He seldom required discipline, and had never been known to
run away from the School, However, he chose his friends from the most
undesirable and most troublesome boys there.
Bennie had been given a minority commitment which covered four years,
five months, and twenty-seven days. He was arrested but not detained.
Three months elapsed between the dates of his arrest and his sentence.
He was committed to the National Training School on the same day he re
ceived sentence.
Case 2
_ , Prather--A State Boy.—Prather was a well developed Negro boy who was
16 years old wnen committed to the National Training School. He'was 5
feet and 9 inches in height and weighed 150 pounds. He was in perfect
physical condition except for a few carious teeth. His offense was that
he had entered a Post Office Substation by night, and had taken C.O.D.
parcels containing merchandize valued jointly at $3-a9- The substation
was located in a small town a few miles removed from his home.
Prather was born in C— a village in Louisiana. He had lived there
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continuously all his life. He was the oldest of a sibship of five—two
brothers and two sisters. His parents were living together. His father
had been employed for nine years as a chauffeur to one of the leading
businessmen of the village. He was literate, in good health, and was
highly respected in his community. He took his religion most seriously
and was a deacon in the First Baptist Church there. Previously he had
done some preaching on the side.
His mother had been engaged in domestic work intermittently, but was
chiefly a housewife at the tijne of this study. She was literate, in
good health, and was highly respected as a church worker. The relation
ship between the parents was described as congenial. (However, Prather
indicated that the father deserted the family once when the boy was a
small child).
The family lived in a house that was owned by the maternal grandmother,
It was a four room frame dwelling with a tin roof. There were no modern
conveniences, and the furniture had not been paid for. The neighborhood
was considered one of the best in the village. The family had not been
known to a social agency, nor had any of its other members come in con
flict with the law. Regarding Prather !s difficult behavior and delin
quencies, the father was thoroughly disturbed. He had never approved of
his acts. When the boy was only 12 years old, his father considered him
incorrigible. He warned him against his ways—dancing, for instance.
Nothing seemed to influence the boy to change, and he and his father were
continuously at odds with each other.
Throughout the last year and a half preceding his commitment to the
National Training School, Prather had been employed in a machine shop
after-school hours. In addition, he washed cars sometimes. He served
as a delivery boy in a drug store one summer and earned i$£»00 per week.
Once he had sold newspapers. He liked all sports and had spent much of
his leisure time playing baseball, football, and basketball. Dancing,
hiking, and reading all kinds of magazines had been his favorite means
of recreation. He had never been a member of any club, nor had he par
ticipated in any program which offered supervised recreation. He had
one girl friend with whom he had been going "steady" for the last year
leading up to his commitment. He intended to finish high high school
education and become a machine shop worker. He also wanted to become an
expert saxophone player.
At the National Training School Prather earned an I.Q. of 76. He
was in the sixth grade in Louisiana. There was no record of poor school
adjustment there. TOien the School's psychiatrist interviewed him he
appeared rather submissive and obliging. He cooperated well and was
mannerly and friendly. His general attitude seemed good, and he gave
the impression of being truthful in his statements. He denied having
been involved in any previous offenses, even in the face of records to
the contrary. He was evasive concerning the offense for which he had
been sent to the National Training School,
The evaluation of Prather, made at the end of three months at the
School, indicated that he had made a very good adjustment. His conduct
had been excellent. His cottage master thought, however, that he was
not sufficiently aggressive to get along in group situations. He seemed
to be a boy who always had to have help in arriving at the most trivial
decisions. He had participated rather well in the School's general rec
reation program. His liking for boxing and football had been noticed
particularly.
Prior to his commitment to the National Training School, Prather had
actually been involved in other delinquencies. He had been brought to
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to court early in 1937 for burglary. He was found guilty and was sen
tenced to one month in a parish jail. Conditions -were so horrible that
he escaped. On his flight from the jail he came across a bicycle and
stole it. He was apprehended within a few hours, and was returned to
jail to complete the sentence. His father reported that Prather had
stolen other small items from time to time over a period of years. How
ever, as soon as the acts came to his attention, he had made restitution
of the stolen object, and so prevented its coming to the attention of
the court. The boy had never been on probation.
The delineation of his experiences and of himself, as portrayed by
his responses to the various tests given Prather was both interesting
and revealing. For instance, from the Stogdill Delinquency Test Inter
view it was learned that he did not hesitate to tell a lie, if he thought
that it would get him out of trouble. Besides, sometimes he just lied
"on general principle" and said things that were not true. He had a
habit of biting his fingernails, too. He had, upon occasion, hopped a
freight train, and had also hitch-hiked to another town. He had often
taken things—money, a bicycle, "something from the store," and a check
which he later cashed and kept the money realized therefrom. He had brok
en into buildings. He had always had quite a few fights, and his best
pal, who was his accomplice in the Post Office Substation theft, had be
trayed him.
Prather said that he had hurt animals on purpose. He was afraid of
some bad boys, although he had gone around with fellows known to be bad.
He liked to play with boys, and he was afraid of some bad men. Usually
he played with older children, although he also liked to play with boys
and girls who were younger than he. Other children could talk him into
doing things he knew he shouldn't do. Besides, he wou^d go ahead and do
things he had not been bidden to do. Ane he would keep on doing a thing
even after he has been told to stop. He always took a dare, and he told
"dirty" jokes and stories sometimes. Usually when he became very angry,
he swore at the person responsible. He liked to play with girls and had
had sexual intercourse with some of them.
There was something terrible that Prather worried over, and he could
not tell anybody about it. He worried about babies, too. He was very
much afraid that one of his bad habits would cause him to lose his mind.
He was also afraid that he would do something very bad sometimes.
This boy hated school. He had been punished there, and he had run
away from it on occasions. His parents were always after him about his
school work. Other children tended to call him names, and both boys and
girls teased him.
Regarding his family, Prather said that his mother was always loving
and petting him, but he was afraid of her. She was always fearing that
he would get sick, and, all in all was very solicitous about him. She
was very much hurt by the things that he did, and was always worrying
about him. He was certain that she loved him better than anyone else
in the world. She was the boss of the family.
On the other hand, he felt that his father tried to catch him doing
things. On one occasion his father had gone away and left the family.
He beat Prather, and the boy was afraid of him. He delighted in beating
him, and got very mad at him sometimes. Over all this, Prather claimed
to believe that his father loved him ore than anyone else in the world,
and said that he was really afraid of everyone else but his father and
mother. He did not appreciate the fact that his parents beat him, and
felt that they made him stay at home too much. However, at times he
worried about them.
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At home Prather felt that his brothers and sisters got the best of
everything. He hated to do more than his share of the work there. Usual
ly he went to the movies more than once per week, although he had to earn
his own spending money. He had had a secret place that no one knew about
where he spent a considerable amount of time*
On the Rundquist-Sletto Survey of Opinions Prather earned the most
favorable score of any of the State boys tested. From the point of morale,
his score revealed competency to cope with the future and achieve his
desired goals. He possessed feelings of inferiority and inadequacy in
social contacts to a much less degree than the average, and his attitudes
toward family relationships were decidedly more favorable than the average.
Those regarding law and legal institutions were slightly better than
average. He was decidedly conservative in his thinking on economic mat
ters, and his ideas on the value of education were slightly less favor
able than the average. In general adjustment he was much better off than
the average person.
An evaluation of Prather was made by his cottage master at the time
of this study. The Yepson Adjustment Score Card technique was used. The
results indicated that other boys played with him occasionally, but not
often. However, this boy adjusted himself well to social situations. As
to general reliability, he required only occasional check-ups. He was
not known to tell falsehoods, but he often indulged in cruel and bully
ing behavior. He was always courteous, and his language was good. He
recognized the rights of other personally, and he was careful with his
own property and that of others. He carried out instructions ivillingly,
and was willing member of group activities. He carried tasks to a sat
isfactory conclusion to the best of his ability, and required little su
pervision in so doing. He began tasks readily upon suggestion and sel
dom required discipline. He had never been known to run away from the
School. Still he chose his friends from an undesirable group there.
Prather was given a sentence of three years for his offense. Approx
imately three weeks elapsed between his arrest and the sentence. Nine
days elapsed between the time he was sentenced and the date of his ar
rival at the National Training School. During the entire time between
arrest and commitment he was detained in the parish jail.
CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AMD CONCLUSIONS
This study is concerned with the analysis of the home environment
of one hundred and twenty-two federal and non-federal Negro juvenile of
fenders, committed to the National Training School for Boys in the District
of Columbia, and who were present at this institution as of March 1, 191*1 •
A comparative study has been made of the family conditions of the two groups
of boys up to the time the boys were committed to the institution. Data
from the case records were analyzed for the purpose of determLng the family
situations that might have contributed to the failure of the boys to adjust
in their communities.
An examination of the structure and organization of the families of
the boys studied disclosed that approximately two-thirds of the District of
Columbia boys and three-fourths of the State boys were from abnormal home
situations, created by parents being divorced, dead, separated, or never
having been married. This condition illustrated the extensive family dis
organization that existed in the homes of both groups of boys.
Mothers were the only natural parents present in the homes of U2.3
per cent of the boys from the District of Columbia, and in 39.1 per cent
of the homes of boys from the States. This points to the absence of sus
tained guidance from a male parent which existed to a greater extent in
the homes of the District boys than it did in the homes of the boys from
the States.
Common-lav? mates viere present in the homes of 18.h per cent of the
homes of boys from the District. Of this number 1U.1 per cent were common-
law wives. In the homes of the State boys, common-mates appeared in 11.8
per cent of the cases. Common-law wives represented 3*9 per cent of the
3U
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total, and common-law wives represented 7>9 per cent of the total. It is
significant here that there tended to be more common-law husbands in the
homes of the District boys, -while common-lav/ husbands in the homes of the
District boys, while common-law wives appeared more frequently in the homes
of the boys from the States.
District of Columbia boys had an average of 3»U siblings, while
State boys had an average of 2.9 sibling. Contrary to the usual pattern,
District boys who represented an urban area, tended to have more siblings
than State boys who were predominantly from rural areas. However, siblings
who had died were not accounted for in the records, and this condition may
have some bearing on the totals acquired for the purpose of this study.
Among the District boys 18.3 per cent were known to be illegitimate;
5.9 per cent of the State boys were of the same birth status. This pattern
is indicative of the greater personal disorganization found among the pa
rents of the District boys.
No particular occupation was outstanding for District or State fa
thers. The greatest clustering of District fathers appeared in the category
of laborers both in city and United States Government, and private industry.
The occupations wore for the most part menial, and afforded an income that
was inadequate for securing even the basic necessities of living.
The mothers of both groups of boys involved in the study were em
ployed in the overwhelming majority of cases. The chief occupation of both
groups of mothers was that of domestic service. Domestic service requires
long hours of work at laborious jobs. This situation contributed to laxity
in supervision of the children.
From one-third to one-half of the families of both groups of boys
received assistance from a social agency at one time or another. Assistance
was given more frequently to District families. This may be related to a
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difference in the status of social agencies in various parts of the country.
It is well known that welfare organizations in the South are inadequate.
Practically every other District boy and every other State boy came
from a family in which one or more members had records of conflict with
the law.
Fathers were the most frequent offenders in both the District of
Columbia and the States. In the District of Columbia, the most frequent
offenses of the fathers were non-support and drunkenness in the order named.
In the States the most frequent offenses of fathers were drunkenness and
fighting. The offenses of fathers of the District boys were indicative of
family disorganization, while the State fathers demonstrated personal dis
organization.
Brothers were next to fathers as the most frequent offenders in both
groups of boys with no particular offenses being listed as the most fre
quent for them. Mothers and sisters were the least frequent offenders.
The greatest variation in types of offenses were exhibited by the fathers,
brothers, mothers, and sisters of the District of Columbia boys. This may
be related to the greater number of opportunities existing in the District
of Columbia for conflict with the law.
Parents of both groups of boys placed the blame for the boys' delin
quent behavior outside themselves. However, the State parent placed the
blame entirely outside the family, while the District parent blamed the
boy and outsiders with equal frequency.
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